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Park Police Host North American
Police Equestrian Championships

ughly 120 horse-mounted policeofficersand ~ On Saturday, the riders competed in dressinspection and
volunteersfrom around the country and equitation competitions designed to show basic horse-
anadacompeted inthe 24" Annual North manship. Sunday, therider and horseteams navigated a
American Police Equestrian Championships. Held at timed coursethat consisted of 10 obstaclesin about four
the Montgomery County fairgroundsin Gaithersburg, minutes. Sixteen ridersfromthe Park Police' sM ontgom-

the competition wasthelargest ever with over 28 ery and Prince George's County Divisions participated:
mounted unitsrepresented. Hosted by the Maryland- Sergeant Rick Haas, Officers Jeffrey Adcock, Dennis
National Capital Park Policeand the United States Benden, Jeff Coe, Marc Fandlli, Kelley Hagan, Nancy
Park Police, the event included obstacle coursesand Jones, Alfredo LaPortell, and Sean Thomasfrom
demonstrationson saddling, shaving, and bathinga (Continued on Page 2.)

horse.
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Sergeant Rick Haas and his horse, Roman, negotiate a turnstile on the
obstacle course.
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Montgomery County; Sergeant Mike Murphy and OfficersMyricd Biddle, Yasmin Brown, Greg Ford, Howard
Johnson, James L awrence, and Amy Sheehan from Prince George's County. Officer Biddlewon afifth-placeaward
for uniformingpection.

Sergeant Rick Pelicano, who chaired the event’ sorgani zing committee, said mounted policetraining includes
“bomb-proofing” ahorse. “Horsesareflight animals, so they areinclined to run when they are scared,” Sergeant
Pelicano said. Course challengesincluded ball oons popping to smulate gunfire or firecrackers, riding by aloud
moon-bounce, and dealing with bubbles. Bubbles blown fromacarnival machine stopped Sergeant Haas shuge
horsein histracks. “My horsedidn’t dotoowell,” Sergeant Haas said after riding hishorse Roman. “Hegot
frustrated, flustered, which made each obstaclemoredifficult.”

Congratul ationsand thanksto al who participated. A specia thanksto Sergeant Rick Pelicano, 2007 Organizing
Committee Chair, and the committee memberswho worked so hard to ensure asuccessful event. Committee
membersincluded Officer John Ardovini and Sergeant Glenn Jones (Prince George' s Division); OfficersPaul Christ,
Megan Lau, and Sergeant Rick Haas (M ontgomery County Division); Officers Pancho Gonzalesand Paul Padberg
fromthe United States Park Police; Stephen P. Joseph, Executive Director, and Taylor Martin, OfficeAdministrator,
from Montgomery Parks Foundation; and Ellie Trueman from Trueman Communi cations Group.
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Officer Sean Thomas and Tucker complete the obstacle course.
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Santa Visits Jesup Blair

Raymond (Roxie Bushby’sson), wasabig hit with the children as he passed out giftsand took Christmas

lists. Thanksto all who contributed and helped wrap the gifts. Our gratitude goesto the Red Hat L adies
who contributed themajority of thegiftsfor the children. Thanksal so to Roxie Bushby, Lieutenant Tony DeVaul,
OfficersLauryn McNeill, Steven Burroughs, and K eith Gentry for attending the pizzaparty (pizzadonated by
Domino’sPizza). Thanksto everyonewho participated to makeaspecia holiday for thechildren.

Once again, Santamade hisannual visit to Jesup Blair House on December 19th. Santa, played by

Photo by Margaret Kingsley

L-R (Back): Roxie Bushby, Officer Lauryn McNeill,
Lt. Tony DeVaul, Officer Steven Burroughs, and
Officer Keith Gentry
(Front): Jesup Blair children with Santa
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Park Police Recelve Target Grant

by Lt. Karen Petrarca
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L-R: Dana Brassell, Detective Bill Kellogg, and
Jerry Amato, Target District Assests Protection
Team Leader, District 448

TweMaryIand-Nati onal Capita Park Police
received agrant of $1,000 from the Target
Corporation inrecognition of itscrime preven-
tionwork. Thegrant will be used to purchasecrime
prevention materia ssuch asmagnetsimprinted withthe
Park Police'semergency number. These crime preven-
tion materia swill bedistributed to community groups
and large gatheringsthroughout the county.

Target has proven to be avaluableresourceto the Park
Policeinour pursuit of crimina swho use stolen credit
cards. Their valuable assistance in helping detectivesto
track video surveillance aswell astheir exceptional
training of their associates|endsto the making of an
effectiveteam.

Thisgrantispart of Target’songoing effortsto
strengthen familiesand communitiesthroughout the
country. Since openingitsdoors, Target hasgivenfive
percent of itsincometo organizationsthat support
education, thearts, and safefamiliesand communities.
Today, that trand atesto $3 million every week!

“At Target, wearemaking area differenceevery day
through our grant-making program,” said LayshaWard,
Vice President of Community Relations. “\We reproud
to partner with The Maryland-National Capital Park
Police, Montgomery County Division, aspart of our
ongoing commitment to give back to the communities
whereour guestsand team membersliveand work.”

(Editor’snote: Thanksto Lt. Karen Petrarcafor initiat-
ingand applying for thisgrant.)
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Park Police Host Baton/Handcuffing
Instructor Class

TA/enty participantsfromal different police
agenciesand military organizationsparticipatedin
anASPBaton/Handcuffing Instructor classin
early December. Armament Systemsand Procedures
(ASP) isthelargest manufacturer of Tactical Batons®
and Tactical Handcuffs™ intheworld. The company
suppliesimpact weapons and restraintsto major police
agenciesinover 60 countries.

Participantswho compl eted the classare now certified
to teach other law enforcement personnel how to use
the batons and handcuffs. For three days, the officers

received classroominstruction aswell aspractical,
hands-on practice. Detective Mau Ly and Officer Greg
Worsey attended from Montgomery County Division
and OfficersRussell Chick and Eric Rojas attended
from Prince George'sDivision.

Thanksto ASPand A SPTechnical Support Manager
Jm Horanfor providing thetraining free of charge. In
additiontothetraining, the participantsal so received
freehandcuffsand other equipment. Everyonelearned a
lot and severd officersfelt thetraining wasoneof the
best they had ever attended.

Photos by Margaret Kingsley

Park Police Officer Russell Chick (Prince George’s Division) practices his moves.

Park Police Officer Eric Rojas (Prince George’s Division) battles the “bad guy.”
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Good Teamwork Catches the Bad Guy

by Detective Mau Ly

ter getting acall about aman having agun at ayouth football game. The suspect, one of thefootball
coaches, was using abusi ve language and making threatstowards areferee when several peoplecalled 911.

The suspect wasthen observed retrieving abag that contained agun out of atruck.

O;icersfrom Park Policeand Montgomery County Police (M CP) responded to Aspen Hill Park this past fall

Observing police carsarriving, the suspect stashed the bag inthe bed of afriend’struck and fled the area. Park
Police Officer Sabrina Oglesby arrived on the scene. The suspect’sfriend wastaken into custody aong with the
gun. DetectiveBill Kellogg began aninvestigation, along with M CP Firearms | nvestigation Unit members Detective/

Sergeant Berger and Corpora Zacharek.

Subsequent information was obtai ned, the suspect wasidentified, and charging documentswereissued. A Maryland
State Police Trooper arrested the suspect in Baltimore, Maryland. Park Police OfficersDonad Brew and Thai
Giang transported the defendant back to Park Police Headquarterswhere Detective Kellogg and Corporal

Zacharek interviewed him.

TheBureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearmsand Explosiveswas notified and decided to pursuefedera chargeson
the defendant based on hispast criminal history. The United States Attorney’ s Office has been working closely with
Detective Kellogg and the M CP Firearms I nvestigations Unit to prosecute the defendant. Because of awell-done
jobby dl involved, apotentially dangerous personisout of the game.
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Detective Cindy Weisman Honored
at Awards Ceremony

by Lt. Karen Petrarca

ent Appreciation Luncheonfor her effortsin thetheft casesat Beach Drive. Detective Weismanre-
ceived aplaguefrom Target recogni zing her partnership with the Silver Spring and Wheaton Assets
Protection Teams.

OnOdoba 22, the Target Corporation honored Detective Cindy Weisman at the Group 499 Law Enforce-

According totheaward, “ Detective Cindy We sman of the Maryland-National Capital Park Policewasableto
catch two suspectsand close the credit card fraud case, in which thetotal losses amounted to $175,000.” Detec-
tive Wel sman stated that the former Target member Scott Rackley of Silver Spring and Aaron Raabe of Wheaton,
“went above and beyond their responsibilities.”

Detective We sman and the Target members exchanged information, photos, and videos of the suspects’ actions.
Target representatives stated, “ The District Group 499 would like to thank Detective Wel sman along with the
Maryland-Nationa Capital Park Policefor al their support and wewould definitely liketo continue building our
partnership.” Congratulations, Detective\We sman, on anexcellent job.
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The Latest Scoop

Welcome to New Park Police Members
Ezell Breedlove and Sandra Petersen

reetingsto new Park Police members Ezell Breedlove and Sandra Petersen. Ezell isaformer Park Police

Officer who has come back asthe new Volunteer Coordinator. Please stop by and welcome Ezell back.

SandraPetersen hasjoined the Park Policeasthe Administrative Speciaist inthe Chief’soffice. Sandra
bringsawealth of office management experience with her. Please stop by and introduce yourself and meet her.

Photos by Margaret Kingsley

Volunteer Coordinator Ezell Breedlove Administrative Specialist Sandra Petersen

Baby News

ngratul ationsto Dispatcher Ledie Joyner on
the birth of her son, Jayden, on October 3,
OLNCES ;%ﬂ;ﬁldmr\g;ed Inat seven pounds, 13 ngratulationsasoto Detective Bill Kellogg
ggreat and hiswife, Michelle, on thebirth of their son,
ngratul ationsto Officer Sarah Mikal auskas AlecReno. Alecarrived on D ber S
2007, weighinginat s nds, fiveounces. €
‘ and her husband, Ben, on thebirth of their WAGINgIn &S potnas fveod
daughter, AudraSloane. Born on October 21,
2007, Audraweighed seven pounds, six ounces. All are
doingwell.
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