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Office of the Parks Director

I was joined by Delegate Herman Taylor, Jr. and Senator Rona Kramer for our Maryland
Emancipation Day program at Oakley Cabin, Saturday, November 1. The Josiah Henson
Historic Site was open as well, and there were guided hikes of the Underground Railroad
Experience Trail, with excellent public attendance at all events. We hosted a night hike of the
Underground Railroad Experience Trail led by Historian Anthony Cohen on Friday, October
24 -- nearly 100 joined us for that. We received coverage of our celebrations in the
Washington Post (Montgomery Extra section), on WAMU-FM, The Gazette, Washington
Woman magazine and others.

Wheaton Ice Arena Manager Brian Borge just returned from a week away in Greenland
working with the USO, supporting our troops.

We started our departmental United Way of the National Capital Area campaign. Our goal is
50 percent staff involvement through December 31.

We are moving forward in the interview and selection process for the Northern Region
Division Chief position and the Facility Management Chief.

Parks staff is working with the Executive Director in negotiating a new three-year contract
with the Municipal and County Government Employees Organization (MGEQ)/United Food
and Commercial Workers Union, Local 1994,

The Department of Justice (DOJ) conducted an audit regarding the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance for Montgomery County public sites, and cited 139
facilities of which 14 belong to M-NCPPC. Parks staff is working with Montgomery County
staff regarding a response and a settlement agreement between the county and DOJ.

Parks staff is working closely with the Executive Director in finalizing a fleet management
“How Are We Doing?” presentation.

We are completing major maintenance projects and prioritizing upcoming projects in
accordance with allocated funding, using SmartParks. We plan to brief the County Council
soon on the valuable data we are getting from this program and how we are using them to
increase efficiencies and monitor work.

Events

NOVEMBER 14—*“Portraits of Nature” art show opening at Locust Grove Nature Center.
This “adults only” opening night reception, from 7:00 pm — 9:00 pm, features local artists.
The show is open to all during normal nature center hours until November 21.
NOVEMBER 19—Brookside Gardens hosting the Wheaton and Kensington Chamber of
Commerce breakfast mixer, on “Wheaton Ice Skating Academy, A Local Success Story.”
NOVEMBER 22—Silver Spring Thanksgiving Day Parade. The Department of Parks will
have a presence in the parade including Brookside Gardens’ “Garden of Lights” float.
THROUGH NOVEMBER 23—Chrysanthemum Display in the Conservatories at Brookside
Gardens: Beach Mums. Chrysanthemums trained into fanciful forms of dolphins, a
lighthouse, sailboat and more.

NOVEMBER 24—Opening Reception for the Garden of Lights at Brookside Gardens, 6:00
pm — 8:30 pm, for M-NCPPC staff, Brookside Gardens volunteers and Winding Orchard







