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     The Blue M
ash natural surface trails are 

located in the buffer area surrounding the 
site of the form

er O
aks Landfill, near M

t. 
Zion. The Blue M

ash N
ature Trail 

com
m

em
orates the pre-Civil W

ar 
settlem

ent called Blue M
ash inhabited for 

m
any years by freed slaves. "M

ash" w
as the 

colloquial pronunciation of m
arsh. Before 

em
ancipation, the Blue M

ash sw
am

p w
as 

know
n to have been a hiding place for 

fugitive slaves.
     The N

ature Trail traverses easy but 
diverse natural terrain and offers m

any 
birding opportunities. To date, a total of 32 
bird species have been identified in the 
trail area. The Shared U

se Trail, open to 
hikers, equestrians and cyclists, includes 
considerable field terrain and forest 
land.Access and parking
     The Zion Road entrance provides parking 
for the N

ature Trail (hikers only). Parking 
for the Shared U

se Trail Circuit is provided 
along M

d 108. 
 The trails are m

aintained by the 
M

ontgom
ery County D

epartm
ent of Public 

W
orks and Transportation. 

Future Trail to Rachel Carson 
Conservation Park

Future Trail to 
Rock Creek

Stream
 Valley Park

185

355

182

108

97

28

H
o

w
a

r
d

 C
o

u
n

t
y

M
o

n
t

g
o

m
e

r
y

 C
o

u
n

t
y

650
M

uncaster M
ill Rd

Viers M
ill Rd

Connecticutt Ave

Layhill Rd

Redland Rd
Muncaster Rd

Bro
o

kville Rd

New Hampshire Ave

Route 355

Route I-270
R

o
u

te 495

N
orbeck Rd

Georgia Ave


