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VOLUNTEER TRAIL
RANGER TRAINING

Montgomery Parks Department
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AGENDA

~INTRODUCTIONS
INDOOR PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION -

- BREAK AND SNACK

OUTDOOR REVIEW

- SECTION ASSIGNMENT AND WRAP-UP
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INTRODUCTION

= Montgomery Parks natural surface trails




Montgomery County Park Trails

Montgomery Parks has a big natural surface trail systemer 130miles
worth. And it takes a lot of work to inspect and maintain theoutstandards.
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INTRODUCTION

~Montgomery Parks natural surface trails

Why Volunteers?




Park staff is often too busy or understaffed to inspect natural surface trails to
the quarterly standard, especially during the months of heaviest visitation.
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INTRODUCTION

“Montgomery Parks natural surface trails

Why volunteers?

= Why this training?




Montgomery County has lots of different types of trail users with lots of
different backgrounds and needs, who consequently have different ideas of
what trails should look like. Our goal is to establish a standard for trail
conditions and maintenance techniques that reasonably suits all user needs,
and for all staff and volunteers involved to learn and work from that standard.
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3 VIR RESPONSIBILITIES

“Quarterly inspections

Post-storm inspections — 7 days
= Submit online inspection form

Basic maintenance

_ Work in accordance with park standards
* you are park staff!
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¥ NON-VTR TASKS

Felling Trees > 3"
Unsupervised digging / tread work

= Re-routing trail sections

Dealing with haz-mat

= Battling evil-doers

It is not the VTRO gatgrialborcomfrontthosean up dar
breaking park rules or local laws.
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SAFETY

11



» SO &

SAFETY

Poisonlvy can be a small, ground growing plant, a shrub or a large hairy vine
growing up trees with | arge, broad | ea\yv
different appearances. Take the time to get familiar with this annoying plant,

for your own sake.
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SAFETY

Ticks andyellowjacketsare common nuisances while on the trail, but Lyme
Disease can be deadly serious.
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SAFETY

For all emergency situations, call the Park
Police: (301) 949-3010

Also report other matters such as minor
injury or illegal activity on park property to
Park Police.

Finally, inform the Trails Volunteer
Coordinator of any matters involving Park
Police
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INSPECTIONS

= What to Look for and Report:

= 1. Safety Hazards

15



Report any suddenchanges t hr eat s
trail running alongside streambank hat 6 s
this.

to t
about
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Report any obviously dead or stodamagedrees that are likely to fall onto
the trail.
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Briefly evaluate each mamade structure on your trails for obvious damage or
excessive weaandtear.
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“SUB-STANDARD DRAINAGE CROSSINGS
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Erodedstreambanksrossings in need of bridging, fording or reroutes are a
commonsafety problenand should be reported.
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Other, less obviousazardssuch as potholes and wooskaubscan and should
be addressed by the Ranger in the field.



