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Montgomery Parks has a big natural surface trail system ïover 130 miles 

worth. And it takes a lot of work to inspect and maintain them to our standards.
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Park staff is often too busy or understaffed to inspect natural surface trails to 

the quarterly standard, especially during the months of heaviest visitation.
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Montgomery County has lots of different types of trail users with lots of 

different backgrounds and needs, who consequently have different ideas of 

what trails should look like.  Our goal is to establish a standard for trail 

conditions and maintenance techniques that reasonably suits all user needs, 

and for all staff and volunteers involved to learn and work from that standard.
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It is not the VTRôs job to clean up dangerousmaterials or confront those 

breaking park rules or local laws.
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PoisonIvy can be a small, ground growing plant, a shrub or a large hairy vine 

growing up trees with large, broad leaves. Itôs leaves can similarly take 

different appearances. Take the time to get familiar with this annoying plant, 

for your own sake.
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Ticks and yellowjacketsare common nuisances while on the trail, but Lyme 

Disease can be deadly serious.
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Report any sudden changesor threats to the trailôs integrity and user safety. A 

trail running alongside a streambankthatôs about to collapse is an example of 

this.

16



Report any obviously dead or storm-damagedtrees that are likely to fall onto 

the trail.
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Briefly evaluate each man-made structure on your trails for obvious damage or 

excessive wear-and-tear. 
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Eroded streambankscrossings in need of bridging, fording or reroutes are a 

common safety problemand should be reported.
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Other, less obvious hazardssuch as potholes and woody staubscan and should 

be addressed by the Ranger in the field.


