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PART1

Introduction

TheCountywide ParKrails Plan (CWPT®as initially adopted in 1998. The Plan propoae2bOmile
interconnected system of hard surface and natural surface trails of countywide significaimoe.
1998, many amendments to the Plan have been adopted as part of more defaitkcand
Community Master Plans. This edition of theuntywide Park Trails Plegflects these amendments
as ofSeptember2008 Although the Plan focuses on trails within the more than 25,000 acres of
parkland owned by The Maryladdational Capital Paknd Planning Commission {NICPPC), some
trails in parkland owned by Federal, State, and Municipal agencies have also been included.

The Plan also addresses the importance of facilities such as bike paths that are located outside of
parkland but provide saf attractive access to park trails.

History

Park trail planning in Montgomery County has a long tradition beginning in the 1930's with the
planning and development of Rock Creek and Sligo Creek stream valley parks.

Over the years, trail planning has conted as master plans for different parts of the county and
different parks have been completed. A Planning Guide to Trails was done in 1991 but focused
primarily on trails within county parks and left the issue of connecting to trails and bikeways outside
the park system largely uvaddressed. A Staff Draft Update to this Guide was distributed in 1995 but
the Update was never finalized.

The absence of an updated countywide concept for Trails has made it difficult to understand how a
particular trail proposhrelates to an overall county system and has made prioritizing funding for
trails difficult.

In the summer of 1996, the Montgomery County Planning Board recognized the need to
comprehensively examine all these planning efforts and establish from thenegrated,

countywide vision for park trails. The Planning Board directed staff to prepare a plan of trails of
countywide significance. This Plan is the result of that directive and has been reviewed and approved
by ThePlanningBoard.

What this Plan IS and What this Plan is NOT

This Plan IS a concept plan that:
¢ Proposes an overall vision for Countywide Park Trails.
¢ Identifies potential trail and bikeway linkages between key destinations.
¢ Relies on approved and adopted master plans as a starting point
e Proposes routes and corridors that are of countywide significance.

e Focuse®n hard surface and natural surface trails.
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This Plan is NOT:

¢ A detailed plan of trail alignments that have been field checked and approved by all
involved.

This level of analyswill occur sometime after the concept plan has been approved.
Potential connections must be subjected to an analysis of alternatives and appropriate
environmental and engineering feasibility analysis.

e A trail management plan that designates which useogps should use which trails.

ThisPlan focuses on two major types of trails: hard surface and natural surface. Decisions
about what user groups should be allowed on what trail must await more detailed planning
Guidelines for making these decisions arcluded irthe Plan

e An acquisition plan.

This Plan does recommend some trail corridors in areas not owned by the public.
Determining the appropriate location of a trail and whether easements could be used in lieu
of purchase should be made in the coxtt®f subsequent trail studies and future master
plans.

¢ A comprehensive map of all the recreational trails and bikeways in Montgomery County.

This Plan focuses on trailsaduntywide significance There are many trails (such as public
use easements obtaed for equestrian enjoyment) and bikeways that exist or are planned

GKAOK INB y20 NBTtSOGSR Ay (KAA tflyo ¢CKS Ay
and to rely on local master plans and park master plans to show the complete local network
e 9OSNE2YSQa ARSIt LXIyo®
Preparation of this Plan included numerous public meetings and workshops. Although there
seems to be general agreement that a comprehensive concept plan like this is needed,
individual comments vary as to what this Plan shoulduieland propose. The concepts

proposed in this Plan are intended to strike a balase®ng all viewpoints heard during the
Plan process.

Terminology
Ly GSN¥a 2F LIN] GNFrAftas GKAA tfly dzasSa mKS GSN¥a
GLI 9SRé YR Gdzy LI OSRdE | F NR &adz2NFFOS GNIAfa YlFe& A

firm and stable surface capable of supporting mostroad or hybrid bicycles (the C&O Canal
towpath, for example). Natural surface trails are typically oar(2-4 feet wide) dirt trails. Surfaces
may include wood chips or stones. These trails generally involve no major tree cutting, but may
involve water bars, stairs, boardwalk or erosion control measures, where necessary.

In terms of norpark trail connetors, this Plan identifies bikeways, public use easements, utility
rights-of-way and sidewalks as ways of providing safe and attractive access to park trail corridors.

Planning Process and Public Involvement

The Countywide Park Trails Pfdanning procss is showin FigureO1. Public input has guided the
development of the trail concepts contained in this draft. A complete list of meetings and other
activities is included in th€echnical Appendi
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FigureOl - PlanProcess

Countywide Park Trails Plan Process

Plan Process Initiate@ugust 1996)
Staff Draft PlariSeptember 1997)
Public Hearing Draft PldgDecember 1997)
Planning Board Public Heari@anuary 1998)

Planning Board WorksessmwifFebruary- July 1998)

Planning Board Approv&luly 1998)

Updated (March2004)
Updatal (September2008)

Relationship to theGeneralPlan Refinement of the Goals and Objectives for
Montgomery County

As with most planning efforts in Montgomery Céugd ¥ G KA & al adSNJtfly NBfASE
Plan for guidance. Originally adopted in 1964 and amended in 1993, the General Plan establishes the
GraA2Yy F2NJ GKS /2dzyieQa FdzidaNBz GF1Ay3a Ayaz | 002d
community facilities and the environment. A summary of the General Plan Refinement Goals related

to this Plan is included on the next pagelamble 11

Relationship to Regional Trail Network

The trail network does not stop at¢hCounty borders. Many of the trails described in this Plan
connect to similar facilities outside Montgomery County.

Using these existing and proposed connections, hikers, cyclists, and other trail users can reach trails

and bikeways of regionalandeveh i A 2y £ AA3IAYyAFTFAOIyOS® ¢KAA tfly as$s
to the regional trail system. Major regional trails are showRiiure02. Descriptions of the regional

trails and how they link to Montgomery County trailsliscussed below.

e C&O Canal Trail

One of the oldest trails in the region, the C&O Canal Trail runs from Georgetown to

Cumberland, Maryland. The canal corridor is managed by the National Park Service as the

Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National Historical Fagkharepacked soil of the towpath

allows for use by most bicycles as wells as hikers and other uses. Montgomery County

NEaAaARSyGa OFy |00Saa GKS GNIAf G aSOSNIt aLki

Park. The Capital Crescent trail paiglithe towpath for 2.5 miles between the Key Bridge

YR CtSGOKSNRA .21 (1K2dzaS 6AGK YFye O2yySOGA2YE
8y (NI A

Ct SGOKSNINDa .21 0K2dzaSs O2yySOGAz2ya oSisS
are more difficult and less dict.

e Mount Vernon Trail

The Mount Vernon Trail runs from Theodore Roosevelt Island to Mount Vernon along the
west bank of the Potomac. Connections to Montgomery County include the Capital Crescent
and Rock Creek Trails via the Key Bridge and MemoriaeBedgectively.
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Washington and Old Dominion Trail

/| 2Y0OAYSR 6AGK ' NI Ay3id2y +ANBAYAIFIQ& C2dzNJ aAfS v
Mount Vernon Trail along the Potomac to Bluemont, Virginia in Loudon County. The W&OD

trail can be reached from dhtgomery County through DC via the Rock Creek or Capital

Crescent Trails and one of several bridges crossing the Potomac to Arlington, or via ferry at

2 KA0SQa CSNNER G2 [SSaodz2NB®

Monocacy Scenic River Greenway Trall

Frederick County has proposed a greepwaad trail along with Monocacy River, which flows
from Pennsylvania to the Potomac River at the Montgomery County Border. Such a trail
would link the C&O Canal, Sugarloaf Mountain Park, the Monocacy Natural Resource
Management Area, and Buckeystown ConmityiPark. Montgomery County residents could
access the proposed trail from the C&O Canal towpath.

Rock Creek Tralil

The Rock Creek Trail in Montgomery County terminates at Beach Drive at the District of
Columbia border,

Capital Crescent and MetropolitanrBnch Trails

These trails, described in more detail later, are the backbone of the @munty system and
important connections to the District of Columbia.

Anacostia Trail System

t NAyOS DS2NHSQa /2dzyié NBOSy(f eteyanetwbrSai SR G KS
paved trails in the Northwest Branch, Sligo Creek, Northeast Branch, Indian Creek and Paint

Branch stream corridors. Some of these trails are part of the ¢oasbast American

Discovery Trail. Montgomery County residents can accessah system from Sligo Creek or

Northwest Branch Trails. This Plan also shows a desire line along the Paint Branch that would
connect into the Anacostia Tributary trails.

Washington, Baltimore and Annapolis Trail

The proposed WB&A rail trail runs alogug old trolley line from the Glenarden (near the

.Sftdgre Ay tNAYyOS DS2NHSQa /2dzydeuv G2 GKS . It
[ 2dzyied . 20K ! yyS ! NdzyRSt FyR t NAyOS DS2NHSQA
and construction of the trailMontgomery County residents will be able to use the Anacostia

tributary system to reach the WB& A Trail.
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Table 11: General Plan Refinement of the Goals, Objectives & Strategies Related to Trails

Provide a coordinated and comprehensive system of patkeation and open space (Land Use Objective §

Give priority to open space, park and recreation investment in areas with the greatest
proposed residential density and in areas with important environmental features.

Use open space, parksl @creation facilities to shape and enhance the development ar
individual neighborhoods, cluster developments, existing communities, and transitions
communities.

Integrate open space, parks and recreational facilities intaredsattizawmote public activi
and community identity.

Plan for and encourage the provision of greenway to connect urban and rural open sp
access to parkland, to connect major stream valley park areas, and for recreationas pu
walking and biking.

Provide pedestrian and bicyclists safe, direct and convenient means of travel for transportation and rec
(Transportation Objective 6).

Connect parks and conservation areas to form an open space and consgigatahgreenay system
(Transportation Objective 2B).

Conserve County waterways, wetlands, and sensitive parts of stream valleys to minim
pollution, sedimentation, and damage to the ecology and to preserve natural beauty ar
(Environment Objeet4).

Identify and protect wetlands and other sensitive parts of watersheds.

Prohibit development too close to streams, ity¢lae dfitnate floodplain, and in flooding d4
reach areas of dams, unless no feasible alternative is available.

Maintaithe natural character of drainage areas in the immediate vicinity of streams, riv,

Minimize impacts from construction and operation of public and private facilities locate
valleys, buffers and floodplains; first priority shigalitbereserving natural areas (avoidal
second priority to mitigation, and third priority to replacement with functional equivalen

Mandate fAno net |l osso of wetl ands

Preserve and enhance a diversity of plant and animal speciesustsétiig concentrations (Environment
Objective 6).

Plan a system of parks, conservation areas, subdivision open space, and easements t
diversity of species insgdtaining concentrations.

Ensure protection of environmentally sensitive hahitatsldadle land through the master
and development review process.

Minimize forest fragmentation to protect habitat continuity.
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Figure 02- Regional Trails Map
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Figure 03 Regional /Recreation Park Destinations
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Figure 04- CountywideTrail @rridors

FREDERICK
COUNTY

o~

LOUDILN
COUNTY
FAIRFAX

COUNTY

PRINCE
GEORGE'S
COUNTY

CORRIDORS

Patuxent River Corridor

Seneca Greenway Corridor
Rachel Carson Greenway Corridor
C&0O Canal Corridor

Rock Creek Corridor

Capital Crescent Corridor

Eastern County Corridor
Upcounty Corridor

DISTRICY
oF
COLUMSIA

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
T
8.

1-270 Corridor Bikepath

10



PART &t UPDATE TO TIEBUNTYWIDE PARK TRAILS PLAN

Plan Concepts
Guiding Pmciples
The following principles have guided preparation of this Plan:
¢ Maintain a Countywide perspective
e Emphasize connectivity
e Provide variety
e Establish guidelines to aid decisions at the local planning level
e Seek baknce among recreation, transportation and environmental concerns
e Establish the priority of key components of the Countywide network

¢ Designate a network which is responsive to population ¢ers, both existing and planned
recommend implementation strategies

Trail Destinations
Parkland in Montgomery County totals over 50,000 a¢ses Tablel.2 below).

The largest component of the park system consists of over 31,000 acres ownetlByPRIC. The-M
NCPPC park systemiscategdiR Ay {2 RAFTFSNBYy (G LI NJ] adeLiSaé
serve countywide recreation or conservation needs include regional, recreational, special,
conservation, and stream valley parks. These parks contain more than 25,000 acres %6 iti9e
total acreage owned by NMICPPC.

This Plan identifies many of these countywide parks as destinations for purposes of trail plaering
Figure03). These park destinations are the basis for a comprehensive, countyasiklérail system

Tablel.2: ParkAcreage

2003 PARK ACREAGE

Agency Acres

M-INCPPC 31,800
State of Maryland 12,3673
National Park Service 3,146
Municipalities 1,401
Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission 3,100
TOTAIS 1,814

11
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Trail Corridors

The eight park trail corridors shown ifigure04 are keyed to parks and recreation areas of
countywide significance, whether they are owned by federal, state, county or municipal agencies.
The recreational trail corridors incorpate all the trail destinations and interrelate to create a natural
surface and hard surface trail network for the county.

The Plan objectives for each of the trail corridors are showralrie1.3.

The Patuxent River, Sene@seenway, Rachel Carson Greenway and C&O Canal Corridors include the
most important elements of the proposed natural surface trail network.

The Rock Creek, Capital Crescent, Eastern County and Upcounty Corridors include the most important
elements of the hard surface trail network.

Tablel.3: Trail Corridors and Related Plan Objectives

TRAIL CORRIDORS PLAN OBJECTIVES
1 Patuxent River Provide a continuous natural surface trail system along the river.
2 Seneca Greenway Provide a continuous natural strd#deom the Potomac to the Patuxg

Provide a natural surface trail that providegualitigpassive recreatio

3 Rachel Carson Greenwa '
y experience.

4 C&O Canal Improve trail connections to the C&O Canal towpath.

Expand the trajistem in Rock Creek Regional Park northward to O

5 Rock Creek the Patuxent River and southward to the Potomac River.

Provide a continuous trail corridor through Bethesda and Silver Sp

6 Capital Crescent Metropolitan Branch Trail in the Distottmbia.

Enhance eastest hard surface trail connectivity between parks and

7 Eastern County systems

Provide a hard surface recreational trail to serve the existing and f

8 Upcounty residents of Germantown, Clarksburg and Damascus.

12
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Natural Surface Trail Plan

¢KS tfly O2yOSLIi F2NJ yIl{idzaNFf &adzNFIFOS GGNIXAfa Gl 1Sa
frontage along two significant rivers: the Potomac to the south and the Patuxent to the north. The

C&O Canal extends the lehgdf the Potomac. The State of Maryland and the Washington Suburban

Sanitary Commission own or intend to acquire most of the frontage along the Patuxent. Natural

surface trails already exist in the stat@vned portions of the Patuxent River waterfront.

This Plan:

e Supports sustainable trails that accommodate appropriate trail uses with minimal impact
to adjoining natural systems and cultural features.

e Proposes a natural surface trail system along the entire length of the Patuxent River.

e Proposes three msscounty natural surface trails to link the Potomac and Patuxent Rivers
(see Figurédbs):

TheRachel Carson Greenway Corridocludes a natural surface trail that extends from the Capital
Beltway to the Patuxent River.

TheMuddy BranchWatts Branch Rock Creek Corridarlargely in public ownership. The City of
DFAGKSNEROdMZNH Kl & RSaA3dylFrGSR GKS adzZRR& . NI yOK &aiGNB
Gaps in trail connectivity in northern Olney are being addressed asftire subdivision review

process; public use easements are being obtained as development occurs. Gaps in the Shady Grove

area will need further study.

TheSeneca Greenway Corridard | f NS+ Ré 2¢gySR o0& LlJzofAO 3ISyOArsSa
PatuxentRiver needs to be closed to make the greenway continuous from the Potomac to the
Patuxent.

e Proposes natural surface trail access be improved to the C&O Canal.

e Proposes trails associated with the Underground Railroad in Montgomery County be
identified andintegrated into trail planning for Montgomery County.

e Recognizes natural surface trails may be singhe (such as hiking only) or shared use
(hiking, horseback riding, and cycling, or hiking and horseback riding, or hiking and cycling).

13
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Hard Surfa@ Trail Plan

Hard surface, muHiise trails are increasingly popular in Montgomery County with cyclists, walkers

and inline skaters (depending on surface type). This Plan seeks to enhance the hard surface trail

system, particularly in the Upcounty wheliedzOK T+ OAf AGASAE F NB a0 NOS o ¢ K
Downcounty is to improve connections between existing trails (some of which were built in the

1930's) and to extend trails to population centers like Olney.

The proposed Upcounty and Downcounty treetworks are connected by a bike path, which adjoins
roadways in the-270 Corridor.

This Plan:

¢ Proposes an Upcounty hard surface trail system to serve the residents of Germantown,
Clarksburg, and Damasc(see Figurd6).

Although theGermantown Master Plaaddresses pedestrian circulation in great detail and
the planning area enjoys an extensive network of bike paths along roadways, the
Germantown area does not have many recreational trails for cyclists and walkers. This Plan
suggests a hard surface recreational trail concept that includes the Clarksburg Greenway
Concept proposed in th£994 Clarksburg Master Plathe existing Magruder Trail in
Damascus; the North Germantown Greenbelt and a portion of the Seneca Greenway.

e Recomnends a hard surface trail system for Downcounty which links the existing Sligo
Creek, Rock Creek, and Capital Crescent hiliker trails to proposed trails in the eastern
portion of the County (Montrose parkway, Matthew Henson Park, and the ICC tigfht
way).

e Recommends hard surface trail access to the C&O Canal towpath be improved west of |
270.

e Recommends that an already planned and largely implemented bike path in tBéQ
Corridor link the Upcounty and Downcounty hard surface trail systems.

e Does not dstinguish between paved or packed surfaces.

The type of trail surface should be determined by studies that are more detailed at time of trail
design.

14
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Figure 05 Natural Surface Trail Plan Connectivity to Potomac & Patuxent Rivers
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Figure 06- Hard Surface Trail Plan: Interconnected Upcounty & Downcounty Trails
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