Sligo Creek Golf Course Property Reuse Plan

Plan Objectives, Outreach Strategy and
Plan Schedule

PARK & TRAIL PLANNING SECTION

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP DIVISION

Montgomery County Planning Board Meeting
July 16, 2009

SLIGO CREEK GOLF COURSE REUSE PLAN

Requested Planning Board Action

A Re affirm the decision to close Sligo Creek Golf Course on
October 1, 2009

A Approve the development of the Staff Draft Reuse plan with 4
Themes including Golf

A Approve the Objectives, Outreach Strategy and Plan Schedule
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SLIGO CREEK GOLF COURSE REUSE PLAN

Purpose of Reuse Plan

A0On October 1, 2009, the
property will come back to the
MC Department of Parks to
manage and operate

ANeed for an INTERIM plan for
short term use of the property
with no money for
improvements

ANeed for a FUTURE plan (i.e.
Reuse Plan) for development
of public park facilities funded ‘ %
through the CIP and phased Existing Facilities Aerial
over time
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SLIGO CREEK GOLF COURSE REUSE PLAN

Background

2006
A April 6, 2006 i MCPB approved golf operations to transfer from Parks to
Revenue Authority.
A April 15,2006 i RA begins operations at Park golf courses.
A October 26, 2006 i lease agreement is approved.

A March 17, 2007 i RA presented to MCPB a preliminary Master Plan for
renovations needed at all newly leased park golf course including Sligo.

A Spring/Summer 2007 i RA met with golfers, community leaders, community and
officials to discuss concept plans for the four park golf course including Sligo. The
plan for Sligo included a two story driving range, 2 miniature golf courses and a
First Tee Learning Center. The cost was approximately $5 million dollars.

2008

A January 9, 2008 i RA consultant presented plans for Sligo at a Public Meeting.
The adjacent community was very concerned about the increase in traffic, noise
and lights so disagreed with the proposed Sligo Golf renovation plan.

February 2008 i RA withdrew its submitted Capital Improvements Plan for FY09-
14 funds for Sligo and instead requested funds for planning for Sligo.
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Background

A April i September 23, 2008 i A stakeholder group was formed by the RA to study

SLIGO CREEK GOLF COURSE REUSE PLAN

and present recommendations for Sligo. The Sligo Creek Stakeholders Advisory
Group recommended against the driving range and miniature golf courses but
recommended for a figreeno golf course.
the financial needs of Sligo.

January 5, 2009 i RA retained a consultant to perform an independent financial
analysis of Sligo. The consultant found Sligo adverse to the golf system because
it was losing money.

January 27, 2009-The RA Board voted to extract Sligo from the lease.

February 26, 2009 i the MCPB approved the proposal to extract Sligo from the
lease with RA as of October 1, 2009 and accepted the financial analysis report
submitted by RA.

March 17, 2009 i MC Council held a Public Hearing and received testimony from
several civic associations and concerned citizens. Public testimony focused on
the desire for Sligo to remain a golf course.

March 31, 2009 i MC Council approved the extraction of Sligo from the RA lease.

April 2009 i MC Department of Parks staff begins the Reuse study for Sligo
Creek Golf Course Property.
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Sligo Creek Golf Course
Property
AUndercurrent lease
agreement with the Revenue
Authority, MNCPPC can no
longer operate as a gotburse
AWill be developed for park
purposesonly
A LargeOpen Space in Dense
UrbanArea
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Aerial Map

PARK PLANNING & STEWARDSHIP



SLIGO CREEK GOLF COURSE REUSE PLAN

Sligo Creek Golf Course Property

Montgomery County, Maryland

Rock Creek

Regional Park Northwest Branch

Recreational Park

Cabin John Regional
Park
Fairland

Recreational Park

Wheaton Regionaly
Park

Sligo Creek Golf Course is the largest
non-stream valley park south of the Beltway.

8 MILE RADIUS
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SLIGO CREEK GOLF COURSE REUSE PLAN

Planning Issues to Address
for the Reuse Plan;

A Determine type of park

A Stay inside the developable
envelope

A Protect sensitive environmental
resources

A Respond to community inpug
planning themes

A Balance stewardship and recreatio s
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Type of Park?

NONTGOMERY COUNTY PARK CLASSFICATION SYSTEM
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SLIGO CREEK GOLF COURSE REUSE PLAN

Developable Envelope and
Sensitive Areas of the Park

[ 43.4 Developable Acres
Il 13.2 Protected Acres




SLIGO CREEK GOLF COURSE REUSE PLAN

Response to Community Input

AMany requests for a golf course

AA few requests for a natural area for passive uses like
walking, bird watching, dog park, sculpture garden

AA request for a high school cross country track course
AA request for a swimming pool
Al vya2t AOAGSR GAYTF2NXNI ¢ LJzo f A
include:
ASoccer field complex
ADisc golf course
AYMCA type facility
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SLIGO CREEK GOLF COURSE REUSE PLAN

Response to Community Input

Proposed Planning Themes

Natural Garden Preserve
Down County Sports Complex
Fun for All Recreational Park

Golf
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SLIGO CREEK GOLF COURSE REUSE PLAN

Natural Garden Preserve

A Nature Center Public Art/Sculpture
A Natural Surface Trails carden
Trail interpretation

Nature Foods Restaurant
Picnic Areas

Natural Play Areas

Water Play; Garden and Pier
Public Art/Sculpture Garden
Display Areas for Native Plants
Community Gardens

Cultural Displays Interpretation and Oral
histories

To o Io Io To To o I Ix
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SLIGO CREEK GOLF COURSE REUSE PLAN

Fun for All Recreational Park

A Athletic Fields
A Snack Bar and restroomdHealthy Foods
A Disc Golf

A Skate Park

A Volleyball Courts

A Basketball courts

A Lawn bowling/Bocce Ball Courts
A Archery range

A Adventure Play Area

A Natural Play area

A Hard surface Trails

A Sprayground Splash play area
A Picnic Shelters
A Dog park
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SLIGO CREEK GOLF COURSE REUSE PLAN

Down County Sports Complex

A 6 Rectangular fields 4 with lights
and artificial turf

Alndoor Sports Training Center

A Sports Snack bar/Booster Sales and
restrooms

APond Pier and Picnic Area

A Protected Natural Areas

AHard and Natural Surface Trails
A Playgrounds

ANatural Play Areas

A Cultural Display
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SLIGO CREEK GOLF COURSE REUSE PLAN

Golf

A9 Hole Golf Courserenovate
into par 3 course with small
driving range

ARenovated Clubhouse

A Restored Storage Buildings
and Irrigation System

AHard and Natural Surface
Trails¢ additional access

A Cultural Display/Oral History
Project
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