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Introduction

With over 3,600 acres, Little Bennett Regional Park (LBRP) is the largest park in the M-
NCPPC park system. The park is bisected by Little Bennett Creek, a high quality stream that
supports one of the few brown trout fisheries in the County. There are many historic sites in the
park including the Montgomery Chapel Cemetery, Zeigler Log House, Hyattstown Mill and
Kingsley Schoolhouse. The park is considered one of the best contiguous natural areas in
Montgomery County.

Existing park facilities (see map on the following page) include a 91-site campground, 18
hole golf course and driving range, over 23 miles of natural trails and a maintenance yard with
offices for park personnel. Approximately 67,500 visitors come to the park every year to enjoy
hiking, cycling, birding, camping, fishing, horseback riding, plant walks, interpretive programs
and golf.

A concept plan for the park was completed in 1985 (see Background Information). The
Plan included recommendations for a Future Family Campground, a Group Campground, a
Swim Facility, a Day Use Facility, a Visitors Center, an Outdoor Education area, and a Golf
Course Complex. The Plan proposed an ambitious implementation schedule that has not yet
been realized.

This Master Plan revisits the recommendations of the 1985 Concept Plan and proposes
more detailed guidance in the following areas: trails, the day use area, historic and cultural
interpretation, park character along MD 355 and accommodating potential future need for ball
fields. The resulting Master Plan Map (see page 4) updates the recommendations of the 1985
ConceptPlanwhi | e sti || honoring the Planés guiding dev

Development at Little Bennett should emphasize
the parkds natural features
tranquil environment while at the same time providing
Montgomery County residents with a variety afe@ion
experiences oriented to this unique

outdoor setting
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Plan Concepts

The Master Plan for Little Bennett Regional Park is shown on the following page. The key
elements of the Plan include:

Nature Based Retreat: Little Bennett Regional Park should offer sanctuary and retreat from
the everyday pressures of life. The Plan ensures park visitors sense the presence of a very
special natural area and landscape from the moment they enter the park.

Trails: Existing trails have been integrated into a more cohesive system that is accessible from
trail head parking lots located at the edge of the park.

Gateway Features: The main entrance to the park, proposed along MD 355, will include a
visitor center, interpretive programs and nature based recreational activities.

Park Character along MD 355 and Clarksburg Road: Providing pleasant vistas and views into
the park from these roads is critical to attract visitors.

Interpretive Emphasis: The Plan proposes an overarching interpretive theme of life in
Montgomery County's Piedmont, and its influence on the culture and ecology of yesterday,
today, and tomorrow.

Active Recreation: A potential location for future athletic fields is shown west of MD 355 and
will not interfere with the nature-based emphasis for the portion of the park east of MD 355.

Accessibility: The Proposed Master Plan (next page) assures that the park is accessible by
different modes of transportation and can be enjoyed by people with limited mobility.

Unified Design Themes: Design guidelines in this Plan emphasize nature based themes and
historic architectural patterns from the late 19™ century.

Little Bennett Golf Course: The 18-hole Little Bennett Golf Course opened in 1994. More
than 20,000 golfers enjoy the course every year. One approach to attract more golf course use
may be to provide family oriented facilities and group event areas near the golf course. This
and other options, such as providing a golf-learning center, will be explored during a separate
Master Plan for the golf course being prepared by the Montgomery County Revenue Authority.

Little Bennett Regional Park Master Plan 3 Adopted March 2007



doys ysuny eanyng oyusid ()
Aomysuosy sour) s0pwod 111NN |
DAY SqISSEOY YAV BINNG ()
oz Buppiog mining joyuaiod /Buiseq (d) )
otpug 4\
SUOIIIBULOD (101 JOIOW 4 yayss
5|/DJ1 820DNS PIOH pasodoid
WeyshS 0] HOULEY ORI < .ean- punoibdwo? Bupsix] -
Y T Jpe— dn0ig puo Aguios enny -
$JIDJL 93040§ [DINION pasodald ) punoibdwo)
SO0 "SPUOd ‘SWOBLS I 950ju0I4 YO POIDLO HIFUDIL -
SRS JMOISIH 13 DRIV JHOISIH S gu&ﬁﬁ!ﬁu!ﬂuﬂ!ta!ﬁ-
ooy spods prors I PuUNOIBADId BINJUBARY BUILIOS) [DINION -
punoso dwod TN g!ooh-li
ooy voyDe ey eayoy TN dnoso -
SDBIY I dnoID -
SOY SNJ04 Yauueg N J0/UD7) UOHDIEIIOIU| [DINJON / JOUSIA -
UoWISINbIY }i0d Pesodoid JddIN-W 77T SN
PUDPYDG BuysX] HaUUSg BN -~ ) [$)/d Doy Aomejo9
UMOISIOAH 0I5y Of
PaEYUI| SBIUSD J0ININD/INOISIH -
2\ Y yoyoiesdioru) ool

L]

U uv] 491U Pasodos yav (ouotlinyg 11auuag 3137

Adopted March 2007

Little Bennett Regional Park Master Plan



Plan Recommendations

The Plan recommendations for Little Bennett Regional Park are presented by the eight
plan concepts that have guided the plan process.

Plan Concept 1: Mature Based Retreat

Assure Little Bennett Regional Park continues as a nature based retreat and
a major open space feature in the upper portion of Montgomery County.

As the largest regional park in Montgomery County (over 3600 acres) Little Bennett
Regional Park still allows visitors to feel il ost o
solitude in nature. Visitors to the park can wander for hours on more than 20 miles of trails
within this forest setting. The importance of Little Bennett Regional Park as a place of
sanctuary and natural beauty will become even more important as neighboring communities
continue to grow (Clarksburg and Germantown in Montgomery County, Urbana in Frederick
County). The relation of the park to these communities is shown on page 6.

Recommendations:

C Emphasi ze protection and preservation of the

Key environmental features of the park include Little Bennett Creek and Sopers Branch,

a successional forest that i ncl icaneycamore®eescandu nt yo s

many species of rare plants. Unlike other parks in the county, Little Bennett has remained
relatively free of exotic, invasive plants. The mosaic of upland and floodplain forest, old fields,
wetlands and streams provide habitat for breeding birds and other wildlife species.

Surveys conducted by M-NCPPC Natural Resource Management and the Maryland
Natural Heritage Program over the past 15 years have identified several rare to uncommon
vegetation types and plant species in the park that are note worthy and require protection.
These include:

A Large populations of ground pine/running cedar (Lycopodium spp.), uncommon in the
County, are found in the high quality forested area east of Sopers Branch northwest of
the campground.

A High quality skunk cabbage seep areas form a large swamp complex along Sopers
Branch and represent fine examples of this native community type now uncommon in
Montgomery County.

A State listed rare, threatened and uncommon plants include: butternut tree (Juglans
cinerea); (flowering and fruiting) American chestnut trees; the state threatened fringe-tip
closed gentian, and purple fringeless orchid (Platanthera peramoena). In all, 2 state-
threatened, 1state-rare, and 9 watchlist plant species are found in the park.

A Within Little Bennett, wet and dry meadows, old fields from 5 to 20 years old, and
agricultural fields support a tremendous amount of wildlife, bird and insect life. Open
meadows are increasingly rare in the Piedmont region. In a number of the old fields
and pastures, Appalachian mound-building ants have built numerous colonies. At least
one threatened and three watch list plant species have been documented in these fields,
and the ants may play a role in maintaining the open habitats suitable for these plants.
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A To protect these features, the interior of the park must be preserved. As shown on the
following page, properties at the edges of the park emerge as most suitable for
development. This Plan directs development to these edge areas and limits any
development of the interior to natural surface trails.

Regional Map Highlighting Little Bennett Park
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